



PARC Autistic Fringe Scotland


8th & 9th November 2018


Information 

Venue The Principal Grand Central Hotel
99 Gordon Street
Glasgow G1 3SF

Telephone: 0141 240 3700

https://www.phcompany.com/principal/glasgow-grand-central-hotel/

Directions to the venue are attached to the end of this document. 

Timings  Thursday 8th November: 9:00am-5:30am

In:

The Hamilton and Mandela rooms, The Principal 
Grand Central Hotel.


The PARC Autistic Fringe comedy evening: 

7:00pm 
At: 
The Lighthouse 
11 Mitchell Lane 
Glasgow G1 3NU 

Friday 9th November: 9:00am-5:30am

In:

The Clyde Suite, The Principal Grand Central Hotel.
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Day One programme
8.30am Fringe Room opens, all welcome to drop in
10.30am Art workshop for all abilities with Sonny Hallett
11.30am Damian Milton: An Introduction to PARC
What autism research would you like to see in Scotland? Come along to 
join discussion, share ideas and contribute to the growth of PARC in 
Scotland 
12.55pm Hosted by Michael Dawson.
Older and Wiser, a meet up for autistic people who are 50 something and 
beyond. An opportunity to get together and chat about issues that affect 
older people such as retirement and what it means for us. Do we become 
invisible? This is a relaxed and informal session.
2.15pm tbc
3.00pm Panda Mery: About spoons* and spudgers: community 

repair for autistics

This session is about exploring how repair activities and community repair 
events are well suited to many autistics. Strong focus, flow and persistence 
are essential parts of problem solving and fixing. Repairing is also social 
justice in action, which is attractive for the sense of fairness it brings. Repair 
events are opportunities for deep engagement with objects and also for 
conversations on a shared theme with those bringing their items. However 
repair spaces are usually not autistic spaces, but this could be improved. 

I will introduce the session based on my experience of being autistic and 
having volunteered with the Restart Project for the past six years to help 
improve our relationship with electronics. That organisation created the 
model for Restart Parties where people bring their broken electronics and 
we repair them together so people regain control of their technology. 

After setting the scene, I will be looking forward to having a lively  
exploration of this theme and discuss how to create better opportunities for 
autistics through repair activities.

(*) Spoons refer to Christine Miserandino’ spoon theory (https://butyoudontlooksick.com/articles/written-
by-christine/the-spoon-theory/). Spudgers are flat plastic or metal tools essential to open most 
electronic devices (and apparently originating from late Middle English spuddle (“short knife”) (https://
en.wiktionary.org/wiki/spudger).

4.00pm tbc
5.00pm Finish
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Day Two programme
Morning session:

 9.15am – 12.45

‘Monotropism’  
an interest based model of autistic distinctiveness 

Monotropism is a model of autistic distinctiveness in which 
relative distribution of a scarce processing resource is seen as a 
key factor.

We propose that the steeply uneven distribution of interest seen in 
autism has implications across the whole range of its identifying 
signs.

Each speaker will highlight an aspect of monotropism and its 
implications for understanding autism, for 15-20 minutes, with 
up to 10 minutes for general discussion of each theme.
9.15am Chair Larry Arnold

Dinah Murray – Interests and autism

Wenn Lawson – Practical issues, SACA, all or 
nothing thinking
Sue Fletcher-Watson – Implications for new research 
in both psychology and neurology
Damian Milton – The double empathy problem: 
salience and interpersonal flow

Refreshment break
11.30am Chair Fergus Murray

Nick Chown and Julia Leatherland (by video) –
 Theory in practice: understanding autistic 
experience
Richard Woods – Anxiety and Rational aka 
Pathological Demand Avoidance
Larry Arnold – Why it’s taken so long to get this far.
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Day Two programme
Afternoon session:

 1.10pm – 4.00pm

Communication
This will be a relaxed session during which participants will discuss 
and explore different aspects of autistic communication. The session 
will consist of short talks, discussions and video clips.


Participants have the option of submitting comments, questions or 
thoughts on the three discussion points set out below in advance of 
the session. This option is also open to people who are not attending 
the event (either the Scottish Autism conference itself, or the PARC 
Fringe). Or of course you may come along to the session, and 
comment (verbally or in writing) during the session itself.
1.10pm Rebecca Wood: Introduction to session
1.20pm First Discussion:
When attempting to understand and collect the views and perspectives 
of autistic people, are there better expressions we can use than 
“listening to the voice” and “enabling the voice” etc., which place an 
emphasis on speaking? If so, what are they?’
1.45pm Dinah Murray: Interests and communication
2.10pm Second Discussion:
What changes or adjustments should be made at public events – e.g. 
conferences, public meetings, debates – so that people who don’t use 
speech as a primary means of communication, or who experience 
inconsistencies in their ability to use speech, can take part and 
contribute?’
2.35pm Rebecca Wood: Some findings on communication 

from a PhD study in schools.
3.00pm Third Discussion:
Which Alternative and Augmentative Communication devices and 
technologies have a role in supporting communication?’
3.25pm Wenn Lawson: Gaining recognition of the 

communication styles of non-speakers.
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Important information  
your comfort at 
Fringe

Please remember to bring with you anything that makes 
you feel comfortable: glasses, earplugs, personal 
objects, comfortable clothing and accessories.

Noise Please be considerate regarding making noise as some 
speakers and delegates will have high sensitivity to 
noise.

Clapping Instead of clapping, we ask that delegates in the 
audience wave their hands in appreciation.

Perfume Please avoid highly scented perfumes / aftershaves as 
this can impact on the comfort of other delegates.

Mobile Phones As a courtesy to others please ensure that mobile 
phones are either switched off or turned to silent mode 
whilst in the Fringe areas.

Interaction 
badges


Some delegates will be wearing interaction badges. 
Please take notice of these and respect their wishes. 
Here is what the different colours mean: 

Neutral (white or no badge): I am able to regulate my 
own interaction 

Please initiate (Green Badge): I would like to socialise, 
but I have difficulty initiating. Please initiate with me. 

Prior permission (Yellow Badge): Please do not initiate 
unless I have already given permission to approach me 
on a yellow badge. 

No initiation (Red Badge): Please do not initiate any 
interaction with me.
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Directions to The Principal Grand Central Hotel
Address of Venue:

The Principal Grand Central Hotel
99 Gordon Street
Glasgow G1 3SF

Telephone: 0141 240 3700

By Train

The Principal Grand Central Hotel, Glasgow, is conveniently attached to the 
Glasgow Central Station. The hotel entrance is located on the main station 
concourse.
Map with nearby buses stopping at Waterloo Road opposite Hotel

�
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